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Seventh Sunday after Holy Cross
Commemoration of the Thirty-two Holy Martyrs of Melitene,
and of our Holy Father Lazarius the Wonderworker, Hermit of Mount Galesius
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A Word from the Bishop...
The Laity in the Church
(Part 10)

Is it permissible for the laity to share in the
proclamation of the Church's doctrine? We know that
teaching the Faith is a particular talent or gift, and we
know that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are bestows
upon all the believers as St Paul writes in his first
letter to the Corinthians, "All these are activated by
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses" (1 Cor 12: 11).
The teaching ministry of the Church consists in the
spreading abroad of the Good News, the explanation
of the Word of God, and the handing on of the
Church's doctrine.
At present, teaching skills are acquired by a secular or
scientific methodology. Unlike in the past, the study
of theology is not exclusively the domain of the
clergy but is open to all. Jesus said, "you will know
the truth and the truth will make you free." (Jn 8:32)
This means that the purpose of this teaching is to lead
us to the Truth, to Jesus Christ. The children of the
Church love the truth because it liberates them.
However, they are bound to preserve it, to share it
with the world and to proclaim it. Thus, theological
studies are now made available to the laity, and, also
the catechism is readily at hand for all the groups
within a parish or school. It remains only to say that
preaching within the Holy Liturgy is proper to the
priest or deacon as the homily is a fundamental
element of the Eucharistic celebration. For particular
reasons, the bishop may give permission for a
subdeacon to preach provided he is supervised by the
liturgical celebrant.
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Troparion at the end of the Doxology; Today salvation has come to the world; let us sing to Him
who is risen from the tomb, the author of our life, for He has crushed death by His death and
bestowed upon us victory and great mercy.
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Antiphon Prayer: O Christ God, grant your servants a prompt and steadfast consolation when our souls are
despondent. Do not abandon us in time of ordeals. Do not keep away from us in tribulations, but always
rescue us promptly. Come close to us, You who are present in all places. And as You always were with Your
disciples, so be also with those who long for You, for You are our life and our salvation, and to You we
render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
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The Antiphon
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O
Saviour, save us.
1. Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, sing praise
to his Name.
2. Say to God: How awesome are your deeds! So Great
is your power that your enemies cringe before You.
3. Let all the earth worship you and sing praises to you;
let it sing praises to Your Name, O Most High!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit. Now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
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The Entrance Hymn: Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, O Son of God, who are risen from the
dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (7th tone); Through your Cross You destroyed Death, You opened Paradise to the Thief, and turned into joy the mourning of the ointment-bearing Women, and You ordered your
Apostles to proclaim that you rose, O Christ God, bestowing great mercy upon the world.
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Troparion of the Patron of the Church
nd
Kondakion (2 Tone): O never-failing Protectress of Christians, and their ever present intercessor before
the Creator. Despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call
upon you with confidence. Hasten, O Theotokos, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those
who honour you.
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Prokimenon (Tone 1) Ps. 28:11,1
The Lord will give strength to his people; The Lord will bless his people with peace.
Stichon: Give to the Lord, you sons of God, give to the Lord glory and praise.
A Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (2:14-22)
Brethren, Christ is our peace. He it is who has made both Jews and Gentiles one, and has broken down the
intervening wall of the enclosure, the enemy, in his flesh. He has emptied the Law of commandments expressed in
decrees, so that of the two he might create in himself one new man, and make peace, and reconcile both in one
body to God through the cross, having destroyed their enmity within himself. And as he came, he announced the
good tidings of peace to you who were far away, and of peace to those who were near: because through him we both
have access in one Spirit to the Father. Therefore, you are now no longer strangers or foreigners, but citizens with
the saints and members of God's household: you are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets (Cf. Is.
28:16) with Christ himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole structure is closely fitted together and grows
into a temple holy in the Lord; in him you too are being built together into a dwelling place for God in the Spirit.
Alleluia (Tone 7)
Ps. 91: 1,2
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High!
Stichon: To proclaim your kindness at dawn and your faithfulness throughout the night.
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The Holy Gospel according to
St. Luke the Evangelist (8: 41-56)

)) (56-8/41)

(Seventh Sunday after Holy Cross)

At that time, there came a man named Jairus, a
leader of the synagogue. He fell at Jesus' feet and
begged him to come to his house, for he had an only
daughter, about twelve years old, who was dying. As
he went, the crowds pressed in on him. Now there
was a woman who had been suffering from
haemorrhages for twelve years; and though she had
spent all she had on physicians, no one could cure
her. She came up behind him and touched the fringe
of his clothes, and immediately her haemorrhage
stopped. Then Jesus asked, "Who touched me?"
When all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the crowds
surround you and press in on you". But Jesus said,
"Someone touched me; for I noticed that power had
gone out from me". When the woman saw that she
could not remain hidden, she came trembling; and
falling down before him, she declared in the
presence of all the people why she had touched him,
and how she had been immediately healed. He said
to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go
in peace". While he was still speaking, someone
came from the leader's house to say, "Your daughter
is dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer".
When Jesus heard this, he replied, "Do not fear.
Only believe, and she will be saved". When he came
to the house, he did not allow anyone to enter with
him, except Peter, John, and James, and the child's
father and mother. They were all weeping and
wailing for her; but he said, "Do not weep; for she is
not dead but sleeping". And they laughed at him,
knowing that she was dead. But he took her by the
hand and called out, "Child, get up!" Her spirit
returned, and she got up at once. Then he directed
them to give her something to eat. Her parents were
astounded; but he ordered them to tell no one what
had happened.
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