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Eighth Sunday after Holy Cross
Commemoration of the Holy and Illustrious Apostle Philip

(November 11 marked the ninety-second anniversary of the end of World War I)

A Word from the Bishop...

The Laity in the Church
(Part 11)
Our Christian life should centre on service, "whoever
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For
the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve" (Mk 10: 44-45). The vocation to service is a
gift which the Holy Spirit imparts to each of the
baptized and is given so as to become a way of life.
There is no Christianity without service, and there can
be no relationship with the People of God unless this
gift be put into practice. On more than one occasion
St Paul enumerates the varied services required of the
believer, either lay or cleric (1 Cor 12/28-30). These
types off service are each a talent or gift from God.
To emphasize the spiritual aspect of service, the
Bishop bestows a particular blessing on all those who
offer their services to the Church, for example,
sacristans, catechists, parish council members, mem-
bers of the ladies' auxiliary, and others.
Do you not know that the person closest to the heart
of God is not the one who exercises authority, not the
one with the gift of prophecy, not the teacher, not the
wonder- worker, but first and foremost, the humble
one who serves others in love and simplicity. Sacred
Scripture describes God as the God of the poor, of
widows and of orphans. Many times, in his preaching,
Jesus highlighted the help that we must offer in love.
Those who desire fame go to Hollywood and other
such places wherein which they can revel in worldly
notoriety. However, the sons and daughters of God
seek the Church, becoming thus the heirs of the
heavenly kingdom. In our parishes are we seeking out
those who are blessed with spirit of service?
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Troparion at the end of the Doxologv; When You rose from the tomb and broke the fetters of Hades, You
abolished the sentence of death, O Lord, and thus delivered all men from the snares of the enemy.
Appearing to the Apostles, You sent them out to preach, and through them, bestowed Your peace upon the
world: O You who alone are full of mercy.
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Antiphon Prayer; O God, Lord of Sabaoth, in Your great love for us You sent Your Only-Begotten Son
for salvation of our human race, do not let our hearts be inclined to evil words and thoughts, but fill our
hearts with longing for You. Guide us by Your light, so that we may walk in the way of Your commands
and attain eternal life, for You are a good and love mankind, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
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The Antiphon
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O

Saviour, save us.
1. Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, sing praise

to his Name.
2. Say to God: How awesome are your deeds! So Great

is your power that your enemies cringe before You.
3. Let all the earth worship you and sing praises to you;

let it sing praises to Your Name, O Most High!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit. Now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

The Entrance Hymn: Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, O Son of God, who are risen from the
dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (8th tone): O Merciful One, You came down from on high, and endured
burial for three days in order to save us from suffering. O our Life and our Resurrection glory to You.
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Troparion of the Apostle (3rd Tone): O Holy Apostle Philip intercede with God all-merciful that He may
grant us the remission of our sins.

Troparion of the Patron of the Church
Kondakion of the Presentation of our Lady to the Temple (4th Tone)'. The most pure Temple of the
Saviour, his most precious bridal chamber, the Virgin, sacred treasury of God's glory, enters today into the
house of the Lord. Bringing with her the grace of the Divine Spirit. Wherefore the angels of God are
singing: "Behold the heavenly tabernacle!"

Prokimenon (Tone 8) Ps. 76: 11,1
Make vows to the Lord your God, and perform them; let all who are around him bring gifts to the one who
is awesome.
Stichon: In Judah God is known, his name is great in Israel...

A Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (4: l-l)
Brethren, I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given grace according to
the measure of Christ's gift.

Alleluia (Tone 1) Ps. 95: 1,2
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Stichon: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of

praise!
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The Holy Gospel according to
St. Luke the Evangelist (10: 25-37)

At that time behold, a certain lawyer got up to test
Jesus, saying, "Master, what must I do to gain
eternal life?" but he said to him, "What is written
in the Law? How do you read?" he answered and
said, "You shall love the lord your God with your
whole heart, and with your whole soul, and with
your whole strength, and with your whole mind;
and your neighbor as yourself," And he said to
him, "you have answered rightly; do this and you
shall live." But he, wishing to justiiy himself, said
to Jesus, "and who is my neighbor? "Jesus
answered, "A certain man was going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell in with robbers,
who after both stripping him and beating him went
their way, leaving him half dead. But, as it
happened, a certain priest was going down the
same way and when he saw him, he passed by.
And likewise a Levite also, when he was near the
place and saw him, passed by. But a certain
Samaritan as he journeyed came upon him, and
seeing, was moved with compassion. And he
went up to him and bound up his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine. And seating his own beast, he
brought him to an inn and took care of him. And
as he was leaving the next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said,
'take care of him; and whatever more you spend,
I, on my way back, will repay you.' Which of
these three, in your opinion, proved himself
neighbor to the man who fell among the robber?"
And he said, "The one who took pity on him!"
And Jesus said to him. "Go and do as he did."
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