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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Commemoration of the Holy Prophet, Priest and Martyr, Zachary,
the Father of the Forerunner, John the Baptist
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Baptism, Chrismation and Holy Eucharist — the
laity partake of a singular gift. Thus, it can be said,
that all the believers, including priests and
monastics, belong to the Aaos tov ©eov, the
People of God, the Laity. We say this because all
have been chosen by God to be his apostles to the
world.

In the Holy Mystery of Chrismation
(Confirmation), received immediately after
Baptism, the lay people are made consecrated and
responsible Christians in the Church of God,
children of the light and heirs of the Kingdom.
Thus, the baptized are granted the right to
cooperate in the work of the Church — the plan-
ning, decision-making and activities of the
various groups over which the Church exercises
authority.

The lay people are the strength and the hope of the
Church because they are apostles who live in the
midst of the world, and, who have a role in the
growth of secular life according to the will of God.
In considering this, the Second Vatican Council
says, “They live in the world, that is, in each and
in all of the secular professions and occupations.
They live in the ordinary circumstances of family
and social life, from which the very web of their
existence is woven.” (Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church, par 31)
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Troparion at the end of the Doxology: When You rose from the tomb and broke the fetters of
Hades, You abolished the sentence of death, O Lord, and thus delivered all men from the snares of
the enemy. Appearing to the Apostles, You sent them out to preach, and through them, bestowed
Your peace upon the world: O You who alone are full of mercy.
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Antiphon Praver: O God, Lord of Sabaoth, in Your great love for us You sent Your Only-
Begotten Son for salvation of our human race, do not let our hearts be inclined to evil words and
thoughts, but fill our hearts with longing for You. Guide us by Your light, so that we may walk in
the way of Your commands and attain eternal life, for You are a good and love mankind, and to
You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

s I Ligsls Jb Y cliia Gl angll ail Junly laad s Uial e b el oy cadY) e s ghuni¥) 83
slad) U ads @by dar 8 WS 1) n cGlld (e (s30) ailly Lialy cclil) cpinlly Linasis mya) y dlnd) lSHY),
coualall a3 s ol JSy oY il 9505 s GV L canall adyi clilly aall Canay dla 4l oY )

<Ol
The Antiphon 4 ghuasy)
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1.Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, sing praise to
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your power that your enemies cringe before You. . p T ia 587 ik
3.Let all the earth worship you and sing praises to you; sl gl ey 2 Gl JiLS s ol 35 3
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy el
Spirit. Now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

The Entrance Hymn: Come let us worship and bow down before Christ. O Son of God, who are risen from the
dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (6" tone): The angelic Powers appeared at your tomb, and the guards
became as dead men, and Mary stood by the Sepulcher seeking your spotless Body. You despoiled
Hades and yet were not tempted by it; You met the Virgin, O Bestower of life. O Lord who rose from
the dead, glory to You.
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Troparion of Zachary (4t Tone): Arrayed as a priest, O wise Zachary, you offered a worthy holocaust
in proper priestly manner according to God’s law. You became a shining light and a seer of the
mysteries, bearing within you clearly the markings of grace, O perfectly wise one! You were killed by

the sword in God’s temple. O prophet of God, together with the Forerunner, beseech Him that He may

save our souls.
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Troparion of the Patron of the Church Aisl) aadd 45 )L

Kondakion of the Nativity of the Mother of God (4™ Tone): Through your holy birth, O
Immaculate One, Joachim and Anne were delivered from the shame of childlessness, and Adam and
Eve from the corruption of death. Your people redeemed from the debt of their sins celebrate your
birth, crying out to you: the barren one gives birth to the Mother of God, the Sustainer of our life.
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Prokimenon (Ps 27: 9, 1) Tone 6
O Lord, save your people, and bless your heritage.
Stichon: To you, O Lord, I call; my rock, do not

refuse to hear me.

A Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians (4:6-15)
Brethren, for it is the God who said, "Let light shine
out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in
clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not
come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made
visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are
always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our
mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in
you. But just as we have the same spirit of faith that
is in accordance with scripture-"I believed, and so I
spoke"- we also believe, and so we speak, because
we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you
into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake,
so that grace, as it extends to more and more people,
may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
Alleluia (Ps 90: 1, 2) Tone 6

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who
abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
Stichon: Will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my

fortress; my God, in whom I trust."
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The Holy Gospel according to

St. Matthew the Evangelist (22:35-46)
At that time, a lawyer asked Jesus a question to test
him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law is
the greatest?" He said to him, "You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and
first commandment. And the second is like it: "You
shall love your neighbour as yourself.' On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the prophets."
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together,
Jesus asked them this question: "What do you think
of the Messiah? Whose son is he?" They said to him,
"The Son of David." He said to them, "How is it
then that David, by the Spirit, calls him Lord,
saying, 'The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right
hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’ If
David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?"
No one was able to give him an answer, nor from
that day did anyone dare to ask him any more
questions.
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Prayers of the Faithful Ciagall Ji8 ¢pa JUES cilith
1. Lord Jesus Christ, keep us always constant in the commandment of love that we might bring that same
love to the world. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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2. Lord Jesus Christ, bring many of your Faithful, with their particular skills and talents, to the service of
the Church, the People who bear your Name. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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3. Lord Jesus Christ, in times of darkness, when even we are tempted to despair, let your light shine
brightly in our hearts. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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Hymn to the Theotokos (8™ tone): It is truly right. ..
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Kinonikon: Praise the Lord from the heavens. Alleluia.
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Post-communion hymn: We have seen the true light...
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Announcements
Annual Retreat and Ordination to the Subdiaconate Laladd) daluuydlg 45 ginad) dualy y))

From Monday, 13, to Friday, 17 September, the Priests of the eparchy will gather for their annual retreat.
During the Holy Liturgy, 6:30 pm, Friday, 17 September, Sami Gennaoui, will receive the blessing for the
ministry of subdiaconate.
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