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The earliest Church was a secularist movement
in which there was no rigid distinction between
the clergy and the laity. Both were members of
the People of God — the People which Christ
had won on the Cross through his own blood.
The People of God became “Kleros™” — “the lot
of God” - from the Greek for a share, part or an
allotment. By the Grace of the Holy Spirit,
every lay person belongs to this People of God;
every person becomes part of the Kleros, as the
Apostle Paul says, “you belong to Christ, and
Christ belongs to God.” (1Cor 3:23) Therefore,
the Laity are the People of God because they
are that which is set aside for God, his “lot.”
The clergy and the laity are one. Their unity
flows from their unity in Christ. Regardless of
whatever may be their talents, they each have
the same Spirit. “Now there are varieties of
gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties
of services, but the same Lord” (1 Cor 12/4-5) —
the difference is the variety in the services. The
Holy Spirit gives his gifts for an individual’s
service within the Church, which is the Body of
Christ. The body is in need of diverse services
and the goal of this variety or
diversity is the building up of the body — ““to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12).
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Troparion at the end of the Doxology: Today salvation has come to the world; let us sing to Him who is
risen from the tomb, the author of our life, for He has crushed death by His death and bestowed upon us

victory and great mercy.
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Antiphon Prayer: O You who have granted us to pray together in harmony, and who promised that when two
or three are gathered to call upon Your name, You will give what they ask, do You now fulfil what Your
servants ask, so far as is good, granting us in this world the knowledge of your truth, and in the world to come
eternal life, for You are good, O our God, and You love mankind, and we render glory to You, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
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praise to his Name.
2. Say to God: How awesome are your deeds! So | lilaiy ¢lijng dataal 43 flileci e )i La &yl 1148 .2
Great is your power that your enemies cringe

before You.
3. Let all the earth worship you and sing praises to AN Lol lauly 228, ) Jold aea el 313
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Spirit. Now and always and forever and ever. Amen. i
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The Entrance Hymn: Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, O Son of God, who are risen from the
dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (3" tone): Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad! For the Lord has done a
wondrous deed by his arm: he has crushed death by his death, becoming the first to rise from the dead. He has
delivered us from the mouth of Hades and bestowed great mercy upon the world.

S8 Jhay cisally Cisall ¢ dagy acluy e aiia Sl Y cclim V) mginy «aliglad) 7l (B cald o) Aalih 4 jlg sk
Al aidic allall ming caumall Caga (e Ly (g
Troparion of the Patron of the Church Al asdid 45 )L 4b

Kondakion (2" Tone): O never-failing Protectress of Christians, and their ever present intercessor before the
Creator. Despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with
confidence. Hasten, O Theotokos, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honour you.
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Prokimenon (Ps 46/ 7, 2) Tone 3
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.
Stichon: Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy.
A reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (1:11-19)

Brethren, I want you to know, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not receive
it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You have heard, no
doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. I
advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for | was far more zealous for the traditions of
my ancestors. But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased
to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles, 1 did not confer with any human being, nor
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and
afterwards I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with
him fifteen days; but I did not see any other apostle except James the Lord's brother.

Alleluia (Ps 30: 2, 3) Tone 3
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in your righteousness deliver me.
Stichon: O Lord, be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me.
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At that time, Jesus went to a town called Nain,
and his disciples and a large crowd went with - sy ¢ : R B L
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was his mother's only son, and she was a widow;
and with her was a large crowd from the town.
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Prayers of the Faithful Coiapall J (ha JUS cilithe
1. Lord Jesus Christ, grant courage and wisdom to all those gathered in Rome for the synod of bishops from
the Middle East. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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2. Lord Jesus Christ, grant a just and lasting peace to peoples and communities that feel they are without hope,
who are oppressed and isolated. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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3. Lord Jesus Christ, increase many times the joy of new parents and their gratitude for the gift of their chil-
dren. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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Hymn of the Theotokos: 1t is truly right...
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Kinonikon: Praise the Lord from the heavens. Alleluia.
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Post-communion hymn: We have seen the true light...
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