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First Sunday

after Holy Cross

Commemoration of the Passing into eternal life
of the glorious Apostle, John, the Theologian and Evangelist, worthy of all praise s
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A Word from the Bishop...

The 7" Congress of the Diaspora for

the Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Cordoba, Argentina — 30 August to 3 September 2010

Part 1
The Diaspora Congress of Bishops of the Melkite Greek-
Catholic Church was held in the City of Cordoba, Argentina.
It was presided over by His Beatitude, Patriarch Gregorios 111
with the participation of hierarchs of the Melkite Greek
Catholic Church, as follows: The Most Rev Farés Maakaroun,
Eparch of Brazil, the Most Rev George Kahhaleh Zouhairaty,
Apostolic Exarch of Venezuela, The Most Rev Issam John
Darwish, Eparch of Australia and New Zealand, the Most Rev
John Abdo Arbach, Apostolic Exarch in Argentina, Rev
Archimandrite Gabriel Ghanoum, Patriarchal Exarch for
Mexico.
The following Bishops apologised for not attending: The Most
Rev Cyril (Salim) Bustros, Eparch of Newton (USA), the
Most Rev Ibrahim Michael Ibrahim, Eparch of Canada, the
Most Rev John Adel Elya, Bishop emeritus of Newton (USA),
the Most Rev Nicolas James Samra, Auxiliary Bishop
emeritus of the Eparchy of Newton (USA). The Secretariat
was provided by: Rev Father Antoine Dib, Chancellor of the
Patriarchate and Miss Sandra Corm, Secretary.
Opening
His Beatitude Patriarch Gregorios III opened the Synod by
thanking The Saviour, who gathered all the hierarchs in good
health and safety from various locations. He especially
thanked Most Rev Bishop Abdo Arbach for his hospitality and
organisation of this pastoral visit, and, for ensuring a
comfortable stay for all participants; also he thanked Most Rev
Bishop Issam Darwish for the preparation of the Congress.
His Beatitude was sorry for the absence of some Bishops. He
then advised the Fathers of his pastoral visit to Brazil,
thanking Most Rev Bishop Farés Maakaroun for his
hospitality and arrangements for this visit, which enabled His
Beatitude to know better the challenges and difficulties facing
our Church in the expansion countries. He also touched upon
the importance of these eparchies and their work in the
expansion countries and stressed the need to study the
possibilities for expanding in Chile, Honduras, Columbia and
other countries.
The Fathers appreciated the interest shown in this congress by
the Latin Church and the Argentinean Governmental bodies.
This will throw the light upon the role and performance of our
Church in Argentina and the expansion countries.
Also, the Fathers appreciated the meetings which took place
around the Congress, especially with Cardinal Leonardo
Sandri and Cardinal Pergoli and the Apostolic Nuncio.
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(roparion at the end of the Doxology: Today salvation has come to the world; let us sing to Him who is risen from
the tomb, the author of our life, for He has crushed death by His death and bestowed upon us victory and great
mercy.
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Antiphon Prayer: O God, who desires for all mankind to be saved, behold us. Listen to our supplication.
Do not despise our tears. Accept our sighing. Grant us Your mercy and Your love. Make us worthy of
Your Holy Mysteries, for You are a merciful God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
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The Entrance Hymn: Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, O Son of God, who are risen from the
dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (1* tone): While the stone was sealed by the Jews and the soldiers were
watching your sacred body, You rose, O Saviour, on the third day, giving life to the world. Wherefore, O Giver
of life, the Powers of heaven cried out: Glory to your Resurrection, O Christ, glory to your Kingdom, glory to
your plan of Redemption, O You who alone are the Lover of mankind.
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Troparion of St John (2" Tone): Apostle, beloved of Christ God, hasten to save a people that has no other
recourse: for He who let you repose on his breast, will accept also your intercession in our favour. O John the
Theologian, beseech Him to dispel the cloud of paganism that is darkening us, and beg Him to grant us peace
and mercy. '
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Troparion of the Patron of the Church daisl) asid &)L sk
Kondakion 12'“' Tone): O never-failing Protectress of Christians, and their ever present intercessor before the
Creator. Despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you
with confidence. Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honour
you.
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Prokimenon (Ps 18: 5, 2) Tone 8
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their
words to the end of the world.
Stichon: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and
the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
A Reading from the First Epistle of St. John (4: 12-19)
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we
know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify
that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known
and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he
is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. We love because he first loved us.
Alleluia (Ps 88: 6, 8) Tone 1
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, your
faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.
Stichon: A God feared in the council of the holy ones,
great and awesome above all that are around him.
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The Holy Gospel according to

St. John the Evangelist (19:25-27, 21: 24-25)
At that time there were standing by the cross of
Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom
he loved, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold,
your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Behold,
your mother." And from that hour the disciple took
her into his home. It is this disciple who testifies to
these things and has written them, and we know
that his testimony is true. There are also many other
things that Jesus did, but if these were to be
described individually, I do not think the whole
world would contain the books that would be
written.
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Prayers of the Faithful
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1. Lord Jesus Christ, may all who bear your Name continue to grow in love, and, may the world see in our love for
each other, the sign of the divine love you have for all humankind. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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2. Lord Jesus Christ, may the Blessed Theotokos, Mother of the Believers, find always a home in our hearts, and
with her guidance may we come ever closer to you. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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3. Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen our brothers and sisters throughout the world who refuse to deny your Cross even at
great danger to themselves and their families. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
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Hymn of the Theotokos: 1t is truly right...
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Kinonikon: His voice goes out through all the earth, and his words to the end of the world. Alleluia.
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Post-communion hymn: We have seen the true light...
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