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03 October 2010 

Second Sunday after Holy Cross 
Commemoration of the Holy Hieromartyr, Dionysius the Areopagite 

The Holy Virgin Theme of the Child Jesus 
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A Word from the Bishop.. . 
The 7" Congress of the Diaspora for 
the Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

Cordoba, Argentina - 30 August to 3 September 2010 
Part 2 
The Fathers addressed the following topics: 

1. The October 2010 Synod of bishops for the Middle East. 
2. Cooperation with the laity: experiences, difficulties and 

suggestions. 
3. Structure of the; administrative work in the Eparchy. 
4. The difficulties hindering the priests in their mission. 
5. The difficulties hindering the Bishops with the priests. 
6. The married priests in the countries of the migration. 

Following discussion of the above topics, the following resolutions 
applied: 

1. The Diaspora Bishops would like to propose the presentation of 
the topic of organising the Eparchies at the General Synod, to 
be presented by the Most Rev Bishop Issam John Darwish; 
then to be discussed in sessions. 

2. The Fathers appointed Archimandrite Gabriel Ghanoum as the 
president of a Liturgical Committee, to work on a united 
translation of the Liturgy Book in Spanish. 

3. Extend the work on the English Liturgies for another 2 years, 
and to add the appendices. Most Rev Issarn John Darwish will 
ensure sending same to both the Eparchs of USA and Canada 
for their review. 

4. The Fathers resolved to continue their efforts for the election of a 
Bishop for the Eparchy of Mexico widowed since 1994, on a 
similar level as the Catholic Church in Mexico and on a level 
of the Holy Synod and Prefect for the Eastern Churches. 
Archimandrite Gabriel Ghanoum, Patriarchal Administrator of 
the Eparchy of Mexico was assigned the task of presenting the 
necessary reports for achieving this goal. 

5. The Fathers resolved that all our Diaspora Churches adopt the 
one united and approved liturgical tone eom the Late 
Patriarch Maximos IV and used in all our Churches in the 
Middle East; whereby it is chanted in Arabic, French, English, 
Spanish and Portuguese, so that all the Faithful are able to join 
together in chanting it in the language of each country. 

6. Proposition of preparing a study on the attendance and 
participation of the retired bishops in the General Synod. This 
study to be undertaken by the Canon Law Synodal Committee. 

7. After the approval of the Patriarch, in principle, to a proposal by 
Most Rev Bishop Issam John Darwish, to establish a 
Patriarchal Academy which aims to work towards the 
graduation of administrators, diplomats and leaders in various 
fields; priests, monks, nuns and lay people. His Beatitude 
requested fkom Bishop Darwish to present a thorough study on 
his proposal. 

8. At the end of the Conference, Most Rev Bishop Ibrahim Ibrahim 
(Canada) was elected the Coordinator of the Diaspora of the 
Melkite Greek Catholic Church. 

The next Diaspora Congress will take place in 2012 in Venezuela 



~'roparion at the end of the Doxologv: When You rose fiom the tomb and broke the fetters of Hades, You abol- 
I ished the sentence of death, 0 Lord, and thus delivered all men from the snares of the enemy. Appearing to the 
Apostles, You sent them out to preach, and through them, bestowed Your peace upon the world: 0 You who alone 
are full of mercy. 
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Antiphon Praver: 0 Lord our God, whose power is without compare, whose glory is incomprehensible, 
whose mercy is beyond measure and whose love for mankind is beyond word: be pleased, Master, in the 
depth of your compassion, to look down on us and on this holy place, and make us and those praying with 
us obtain the riches of Your mercy and Your tender pity, for all glory, honour and worship are Your due, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, 0 

Saviour, save us. 
1. Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, sing praise 

to his Name. 
2. Say to God: How awesome are your deeds! So 

Great is your power that your enemies cringe 
before You. 

3. Let all the earth worship you and sing praises to 
you; let it sing praises to Your Name, 0 Most 
High! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. Now and always and forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Entrance Hvmn: Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, 0 Son of God, who are risen fiom the 
dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 
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Tro~arion of the Resurrection (2nd tone): When You descended to Death, 0 Immortal Life, You destroyed 
Hades by the splendor of your Divinity, and when You raised the dead from under the ground, all the Powers of 
heaven cried out: 0 Christ our God, the Giver of life, glory to you. 
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Tro~arion of the Saint (8 Tone): 0 Holy Hieromartyr Dionysius, master of unction, measured in all things, 
clothed with a straight conscience, as befits a priest: you drew ineffable truths fiom the vessel of Election. You 
have kept the faith and completed a course equal to his. Intercede with Christ God that He may save our souls. 
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Troparion of the Patron of the Church 
Kondakion (2nd Tone): 0 never-failing Protectress of Christians, and their ever present intercessor before the 
Creator. Despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you 
with confidence. Hasten, 0 Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honour 
you. 
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Prokimenon (Ps 117: 14,18) Tone 2 
[My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my 
Saviour. 
Stichon: The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet 
he has not delivered me to death. 

A reading from the second Epistle of St. Paul to the Co- 
rinthians: 

(11:31-12:9) (Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Brethren, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is blessed forever, knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the 
governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of the 
Damascenes in order to arrest me, but I was lowered in a 
basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his hands. 
It is not fitting for me to boast: but I will come to visions and 
revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen 
years ago (whether in the body, I do not know, or out of the 
body, I do not know: God knows) was caught up into 
paradise and heard secret sayings that man may not repeat. 
Of such a man I will boast; but of myself I will glory in 
nothing except my weaknesses. For if I do wish to boast, I 
shall not be foolish, for I shall be speaking the truth. But I 
give up, lest any man have an idea of me beyond what he 
sees in me or hears fiom me. And lest the greatness of the 
revelation puff me up, there was given to me a thorn for the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me. Concerning this, I 
begged the Lord three times that it might leave me, but he 
said to me, "my grace is enough for you, for strength is made 
perfect in weakness." Gladly, then, will I glory in my 
weaknesses that the strength of Christ may dwell in me. 

Alleluia (Ps 19: 1,lO) Tone 2 
The Lord shall hear you on the day of distress; The name of 
the God of Jacob shall defend you. 
Stichon: 0 Lord, save your king, and listen to us on 
whatever day we call upon you. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the Evangelist 
(6: 31-36) (Second Sunday after Holy Cross) 

The Lord said, "Do to others as you would have them do 
to you. If you love those who love you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 
If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit 
is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend 
to those fkom whom you hope to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, 
and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind 
to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful." 

Prayers of the Faithful 
1. Lord Jesus Christ, grant that we might always seek to 
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serve you by serving the least of our brothers and sisters. We 

pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 
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2. Lord Jesus Christ, may all in our society care for the terminally ill with unfailing love and compassion. We pray to 

you, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 
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3. Lord Jesus Christ, may all who have suffered the death of a loved one find consolation in your promise of life 

continued and the Resurrection at the Last Day. We pray to you, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 
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'Hvmn of the Theotokos: It is truly right ... 
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Kinonikon: Praise the Lord from the heavens. Alleluia. 
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Post-communion hymn: We have seen the true light.. . 
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